
CUED SPELLING STRATEGIES

RULES
Some spellings do follow logical rules 
such as “i before e, except after c” which 
most people remember.

FAMILIES
Words which have the same fronts and 
backs can be put in groups or families. 
You can do this with words that have the 
same middles, too. You might think of 
other ways of sorting words into families or 
categories.

MAKING A PICTURE
If you can make up a picture in your mind 
about a word, this will help you 
remember it. (Like thinking up a picture of 
two people getting married (wed) on a 
Wednesday to remind you how to spell 
the name of that day). Some of your 
mind pictures or “visual images” will seem 
really silly - but this is good, because if 
they are funny you will remember them 
better.

ack..... back, hack, pack, rack
ain....... brain, chain, main, plain
ake...... awake, bake, cake, fake
ale....... ale, bale, sale, tale
all........ all, ball, call, hall
ame.... blame, came, game, same
an........ an, ban, can, pan
ank...... bank, drank, sank, tank

WORDS IN WORDS
Just breaking words up into bits like syllables 
helps us to remember them, but if you can 
break them up into small words that mean 
something, it’s even easier to remember 
them. Words like shep/herd, care/taker and 
water/fall are like this.

i e

piece

cbefore except after

lie
believe
pie
friend

ceiling
receive
receipt
conceit

piecepiece



SHRINK AND GROW
With some words, you can remember a 
short hard bit of it or jut some initials for 
each part, like “par” in “separate”. often 
it helps to “grow” the initials into new 
words to give you a saying or rhyme to 
remember.

Example 1: 

Example 2: 

MNEMONICS
Funny things are much more likely to be remembered. Like big elephants can always 
understand small elephants for the word because. Using a mnemonic can help you 
remember how to spell or even to place letters/words in an order.

RELATIONS
Two words that look different can still sometimes be related (or “associated”) in some 
way. If you can relate a word you don’t know to one you do know, you then might 
remember them together. 

HIGHLIGHT
We only usually get one bit of a hard word wrong. Try highlighting the hard bits with 
colours (perhaps green for easy bits, red for hard bits). Or just use CAPITAL LETTERS or 
underline, eg. stationery.

SYLLABLE CHUNKING
Using colour to chunk different syllables will help parts of the word to stand out and 
provide a visual one.

icy in bicycle bus in business

b/e/a/u/tiful
big elephants
aren’t ugly

necessary
has 1 collar 
and 2 socks

RHYME AND RHYTHM
Rhyme is very good for helping you 
remember, like in “i before e except after 
c”. If finding a rhyme is too hard, try to 
get some rhythm (even rapping) into the 
mnemonic so it is easier to say. You chant 
the alphabet to a rhythm in order to 
remember it!

a b c d e f g h i
j k l m n o p q r
s t u v w x y z


