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Visual impairment can affect all areas of development and often affects the student’s 
ability to participate in lessons. This can be due to many factors including reading from 
a distance, distinguishing colours, shapes and participation in P.E lessons (ball skills).

Visual impairment does not affect a student’s level of intelligence. Students may 
require extra support to access the curriculum fully. Erdington Academy is an inclusive 
school where all students can achieve academically and in order to ensure that the 
needs of visual impairments student are met there is a wide variety of support and 
resources available in school.

The SEND team will provide your child 
with a learning plan that will have targets 
as well as a passport that will contain 
teaching and learning strategies that are 
explicit and personal to your child. This is 
available to all staff.    

Support that may be put into place to 
support students may include.

• Personalised seating plans for all 
lessons

• Access to the vision support team, 
if necessary. The team works 
collaboratively with Erdington 
Academy monitoring student’s visual 
health as well as offering advice.

• Access to their key worker at break 
times and lunch times to discuss any 
worries or gain advice.

• Enlarged resources work sheets, 
diagrams, text and pictures.

• Accessible equipment which may 
include magnifying sheets, measuring 
equipment such as large print rulers, 
measuring beakers and flasks

INTRODUCTION

HOW CAN SCHOOL SUPPORT MY CHILD?

• Arrangements put into place for 
support during extra-curricular 
activities and school trips if needed

• Access to RNIB book share - students 
can access a wide variety of texts 
which are studied in school. The site 
allows students to listen to the book/s 
or enlarge the font size, change the 
text colour and/or annotate texts for 
GCSE revision.

• Access arrangements for exams 
(eligibility dependent) students may 
be entitled to extra time during exams 
as well as enlarged exam papers.

• Access to habitation support if 
needed. This service provides support 
for students who are due to move 
to a post 16 placement. Students 
will travel by bus and train routes to 
their desired placement with the 
habilitation team to ensure they are 
aware of the potential hazards and 
how to overcome these.



• Ensuring your child has access to IT is a great strategy as students 
with a visual impairment often need text size/colour adjusting as they 
are then able to access the text comfortably. If there is no IT access 
available within your home you could join the local library and use the 
computers there.

• Attend all appointments and inform school of appointments in order to 
avoid unauthorised absences.

• Send copies of all hospital/medical letters into school either to Mrs 
Heath or Miss Taylor

• Be an advocate for your child; share information with your child’s Key 
Worker. When parents/carers have a strong partnership the child feels 
well supported and tends to strive at school and home.

• Present your child with the opportunity to meet other children with the 
same impairment.

• In school your child would have been given an RNIB log on as mentioned 
above. Ensure your accesses this site to aid them with English.

HOW CAN I SUPPORT MY CHILD AT HOME?

RNIB

There are a wide range of strategies than can be implemented at home I order to 
support your child’s learning and development.



 WHAT SUPPORT WILL MY CHILD RECEIVE DURING THEIR EXAMS?

After fi ve years of preparation the 
examination period can be an exciting 
yet stressful time for all students. For 
students with additional needs this period 
can raise a lot of questions regarding 
support available. 

Throughout their time at Erdington 
Academy students will receive support 
based on their individual needs. This 
support is always eligibility dependent. 
Once this support has been identifi ed 
and put into place this then becomes the 
students ‘normal way of working’.

For example, if a child comes into year 7 
with a visual need that child may need 
all resources enlarged to enable them 
to access the curriculum. The student 
will have this support put into place 
throughout their whole time at Erdington 
Academy. When Exam time approaches 
for this student they will be entitled to have 
their examination, papers enlarged and 
to be seated in a different (quiet room) 
with other students that have a need.

EXAM SUPPORT AVAILABLE:
(please note that this support is based on 
individual need and eligibility dependent)

• Enlarged examination papers

• A quiet room

• Coloured examination paper

• A prompter 

• A reader (examination staff reads 
text aloud to students)

• A scribe (examination staff scribe for 
the student)

• 25% extra time in exams

If you have any queries relating to 
examination support available please 
contact our SENDCo, Mrs Heath.



Mrs Amelia Heath
SENDCo

Miss Taylor
Key Worker

OUTSIDE SUPPORT AVAILABLE FOR FAMILIES?

Having a child with an additional need can sometimes be 
overwhelming often parents put their child needs before 
their own. It is important to remember that there is a wide 
variety of outside support available to families. These charities 
offer guidance, emotional support, fi nancial advice and 
the opportunity to speak to other parents. They also provide 
children with the opportunity to meet other children with a 
similar condition attend workshops and most importantly have 
fun.

These organisations offer parent support, youth forums, 
transformational events and much more.

If you have any queries relating to this document please 
contact Miss Taylor or Mrs Heath on 0121 373 1080.

www.rnib.org.uk www.look-up.org


