
GCSE Biology: AQA 8461  
 

Biology is the study of life. 
 

The Course  
 

Biology is the branch of science that primarily deals with the structure, function, growth, evolution, 

and distribution of organisms. It incorporates a wide range of academic skills that are useful in 

several different subject areas. 

 

 

Paper 1:   
Topics in this unit include: 

• Cell biology 

• Organisation 

• Infection and response 

• Bioenergetics 

Paper 2:  
Topics in this unit: 

 

• Homeostasis and response 

• Inheritance, variation and evolution 

• Ecology 

 

 

Why study Biology? 
 
Biology is a fun and engaging subject due to a wide variety of topic areas covered during the 

course. The content is taught through a variety of engaging approaches. Biology also helps 

students to build up skills in research, problem solving, organisation and analytical skills. 

 

Future Pathways 
Due to the wide range of skills that students will develop, Biology offers a variety of potential 

career paths such as in the medical field, education, research and in the environmental field. 

 

Assessment 
The AQA GCSE Biology course consist of two externally assessed papers: paper 1 and paper 2 

(Foundation and Higher Tiers). The duration of each paper is 1hour 45 minutes with a total mark of 

100. The weighting of each paper is 50% of GCSE. 

 

Contact 

Miss R Bryan        r.bryan@erdington.fmat.co.uk  
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