
GCSE Chemistry: AQA 8462   
 

Life is Chemistry.   
 

The Course  
Chemistry is the study of matter, analysing its structure, properties and behaviour to see what 

happens when they change in chemical reactions.   

 

What will be studied? 
 

Paper 1:   
Topics in this unit include: 

• Atomic structure and the periodic table 

• Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter 

• Quantitative chemistry 

• Chemical changes 

• Energy changes 

Paper 2:   
Topics in this unit: 

• The rate and extent of chemical change 

• Organic chemistry 

• Chemical analysis 

• Chemistry of the atmosphere 

• Using resources 

 

 

Why study Chemistry? 
Chemistry is a fun and engaging subject due to a wide variety of topic areas covered during 

the course. The content is taught through a variety of engaging approaches. Chemistry is 

essential for meeting our basic needs of food, clothing, shelter, health, energy, and clean air, 

water, and soil. Students who study chemistry will also learn valuable skills such as teamwork and 

problem-solving. 

 

Future Pathways 
Due to the wide range of skills that students will develop, Chemistry offers a variety of 

potential career paths in the medical field, industries, research and education. 

 

Assessment 
The AQA GCSE Chemistry course consist of two externally assessed papers: paper 1 and paper 2 

(Foundation and Higher Tiers). The duration of each paper is 1hour 45 minutes with a total mark of 

100. The weighting of each paper is 50% of GCSE. 

 

Contact 

Miss R Bryan        r.bryan@erdington.fmat.co.uk  
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