
GCSE Physics: AQA 8463  
 

Physics explores how and why the universe works. 
 

The Course  
Physics is one of the most fundamental scientific disciplines, with its main goal being to 

understand how the universe behaves. Students will study matter and its motion as well as 

how it interacts with energy and forces. 

 

What will be studied? 
 

Paper 1:   
Topics in this unit include: 

• Energy 

• Electricity  

• Atomic Structure 

• Particle model of matter 

•  

Paper 2:  
Topics in this unit: 

• Forces 

• Waves 

• Magnetism and Electromagnetism 

• Space Physics 

 

 

Why study Physics? 
Physics is fun and engaging subject due to a wide variety of topic areas covered during the 

course. The content is taught through a variety of engaging approaches. Physics students are 

trained to analyse evidence and handle equations. This way of thinking can be applied to many 

job roles, giving them the option of working in a range of industries. 

 

Future Pathways 
One of the great benefits of studying physics is the employability and the wide range of 

potential career directions afterwards. They may pursue careers in science in academia 

or industry, seek work in a related area such as teaching physics or science 

communication, professional scientific or technical jobs, or take up jobs in business or 

finance.  
 

Assessment 
The AQA GCSE Physics course consist of two externally assessed papers: paper 1 and paper 2 

(Foundation and Higher Tiers). The duration of each paper is 1hour 45 minutes with a total mark of 

100. The weighting of each paper is 50% of GCSE. 

 

Contact 

Miss R Bryan        r.bryan@erdington.fmat.co.uk  
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