
Home-School Learning Collaboration – GCSE English Language 
Topics in this cycle: 

Dickens Villains  
Taught:  

Summer 2 

Year Group: 

7 

Key knowledge/concepts to be learnt (‘Tell me about….’) 
Websites/blogs/YouTube links and further reading 

to deepen and consolidate learning 
 

What are the key social features of 19th century London? 

 

• Identify and understand key contextual knowledge. 

• Explain the importance of contextual knowledge in relation to the 

text being explored and how it impacted society and audiences at 

that time. 

 

How Dickens’s characters and plots form an important part of our British 

literary heritage. 

• Importance of intertextuality and the influence of key writers. 

 

How to comment on how Dickens’ uses methods to create meaning. 

 

• Know how to structure an analytical response, commenting on 

methods used by a writer and the impact of these. 

 

How to use Dickens’s methods to create believable characters. 

 

• Apply learning of methods into own construction of believable 

characters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://britishheritage.org/charles-dickens 

 

https://dickensmuseum.com/ 

 

 

Discuss famous characters from Dickens novels. 

 

Watch and discuss films based on famous Dickens novels. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://britishheritage.org/charles-dickens
https://dickensmuseum.com/


Home-School Learning Collaboration – GCSE English Language 

Key Vocabulary and Definitions To Be Learnt What Will The Assessment Look Like? 

Charactonym 

 
A name given to a literary character that is descriptive of a 

quality or trait of the character 

KS3 assessments consist of the following 

components. 

• Section A: 10 short response questions based 

on key knowledge of the unit studied. 

• Section B: 15 mark extended response in the 

form of creative writing or a set question 

based on the text. 

 

The entire assessment is work 25 marks and 

grades are given as percentages. 

 
 

 

 

Caricature  

 

A picture, description, or imitation of a person in which certain 

striking characteristics are exaggerated in order to create a 

comic or grotesque effect. 

Polysyndeton  

 Repetition of conjunctions in close succession 

Dickensian 

 

Reminiscent of the novels of Charles Dickens, especially in 

suggesting the poor social conditions 

or comically repulsive characters that they portray. 

Rhetorical 

question 
A question asked in order to create a dramatic effect or to make 

a point rather than to get an answer. 

Antagonist A person who actively opposes or is hostile to someone or 

something; an adversary. 

Misogyny  
Hatred or prejudice against women, typically exhibited by men 

Symbolism 
The use of symbols to represent ideas or qualities 

Tension  A literary context is the sense that something ominous is right 

around the corner. 
Family Learning Opportunities 

Climax The point at which the highest level of interest and emotional 

response is achieved. 

 

Discussion around Charles Dickens books and 

films created from literature texts. Conversations 

about characters and characteristics.  
Pathetic 

Fallacy 

The attribution of human feelings and responses 

to inanimate things or animals, especially in art and literature. 

 

Anti-Semitism  
Hostility to or prejudice against Jewish people. 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=imitation&si=AMnBZoFEI0LGJdD1jElhAGFwRnmoT4iqDw8bNoRPzJRlBcXGRaKTQ8Vg_kuvRhPQ3oxkNIKfz2bSe-_Ui0sOLme8JQdtDG52IQ%3D%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=exaggerated&si=AMnBZoG9fGMZkoPgk-g4eVoaZFdE1rM5Nfx76jKvaOzUJQfEH5zqt7yKX97vF3kFNyCJbJ7ovwUWN7eVC_hZkxZu4-Z8jaeJqw86-eNx3TfIzkeFOxNWWIE%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=grotesque&si=AMnBZoFEI0LGJdD1jElhAGFwRnmoKYqfA20r6b0v_15OcVs3q8Z06m2PSte3gFlkxo8F_ykMkS0caZ78aOtKoC3Y-HY5_FELhQ%3D%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=comically&si=AMnBZoFEI0LGJdD1jElhAGFwRnmogF1bUM1oW-WCq0vh8nai7gGHbhg97xEuK1g154pSQVwbb91LOI5zb6mHHY0wqIqS79MFZw%3D%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=repulsive&si=AMnBZoFEI0LGJdD1jElhAGFwRnmoKqAmL_Q7IrB4d8hT1vV6FFgQpZyL3AJKP4jSB3ekgRyrvGEN19JXIs6cwgVf0VDP4GVS0A%3D%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=portray&si=AMnBZoFHF1DJLZWpTBtQDK262RMpI0ugaAHuh4EaLf_Uc7f9Elw0KfToM5QcsX_w9h_jSu12JPR26vOk0N3UOIeSSmXRO-lf1w%3D%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=opposes&si=AMnBZoFHF1DJLZWpTBtQDK262RMpr9KQ2GGsaEIeOLKOR-dYD9tutPPxlnd7Lkt31C4n3BKOs7pMWGXxQ4qapx5vY8M_Dwnhpg%3D%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=hostile&si=AMnBZoFHF1DJLZWpTBtQDK262RMpRnMqRmuAHDos12OfPCKeZnibEzzYD6no0Mm_SJ3BN39Vj4SaqZITEfg94lxbYeCVrHlMmg%3D%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=inanimate&si=AMnBZoFEI0LGJdD1jElhAGFwRnmoa6pNIKV6bYfiPmOrkYKlpyjKFt5FdCKx96SxpyF1Zv9AfDE8kXvBjTqOkPpuz9AHPulP1A%3D%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=hostility&si=AMnBZoFEI0LGJdD1jElhAGFwRnmooQVBKM0SnPILwkqk2UEYW4AQlqLSLsdFNbcTd7cOFmmTHjdjJX_RtY5H9LS8ZLQIlyEvPQ%3D%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=prejudice&si=AMnBZoFEI0LGJdD1jElhAGFwRnmoHQTpGKURK6yRXsiBRuJf1H9lg4IFKes_fxCADpPTAhR5kq96SbpV2ReUdMKOUYvb3eiyXQ%3D%3D&expnd=1

