
Home-School Learning Collaboration – Drama     

Topics in this cycle:  

Shrek the Musical 

Taught:  

Autumn 2 

Year Group:  

Year 7  

Key knowledge/concepts to be learnt (‘Tell me about….’) 

Websites/blogs/YouTube links and 

further reading to deepen and 

consolidate learning 
Understand what conventions are and specifically what are the key conventions within a musical. 

- What are the key conventions of a musical? 

- Students will see examples of each four conventions: song, dance, orchestra/band and spoken dialogue. 

- What conventions will you expect to see within Shrek the Musical?  

- What is the difference between West End and Broadway? 

Understanding each of the different roles within the making of a production. 

- What are theatre makers? What are the productions elements? 

- Examples of a range of different design elements such as sets, costumes and lighting used effectively to 

convey meaning within a performance. 

- Explanation of the different roles including actors, designers, and directors and what they are responsible for. 

What the 7 verbal communication skills are, understanding of how they are used in productions and the impact 

these have on an audience. 

- What are the 7 verbal communication skills used in Drama? 

- Explanation of the 7 vocal skills: pitch, pause, pace, accent volume, diction and tone.  

- Students will have the opportunity to assess the vocal skills of the characters in Shrek the musical and how 

they can convey meaning to the audience. 

What the 7 non-verbal communication skills are, examples of how they are used in a production and the impact 

these have on an audience. 

- What are the 7 non-verbal communication skills used in Drama? 

- Explanation of the 7 physical skills: posture, facial expression, eye contact, body language, levels, proxemics.   

- Students will have the opportunity to assess the physical skills of the characters in Shrek the musical and how 

they can convey meaning to the audience. 

Understand a range of different production/design elements and how they are used in a production to convey 

meaning. 

- How are production design elements used to impact the audience of Shrek the Musical? 

- Explanation of the different design elements involved in the making of a production: Sound/Music, lighting, 

set, costume and make-up.  

- Students will have the opportunity to assess the production/design elements in Shrek the musical and how 

they can convey meaning to the audience. 

- The role of an audience:  

Role of the Audience - 

YouTube  

 

- Audience etiquette:  

Artsville Episode 5: Audience 

Etiquette - YouTube 

 

- Live theatre example:  

THE LION KING MUSICAL | 

NEW Trailer! 2018 | Official 

Disney UK - YouTube 

 

- Behind the scenes – the role 

of a theatre maker:  

Episode 2 - Design: Sets and 

Lighting - YouTube 

 

- Shrek the musical: 

Shrek the Musical full 

Broadway Dreamworks 

Theatricals - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gD9CG1PtZ1A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gD9CG1PtZ1A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wa5SIeAoCr8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wa5SIeAoCr8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o_VPnwAsQDg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o_VPnwAsQDg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o_VPnwAsQDg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=68Mig6ni0vU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=68Mig6ni0vU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q7tPOfFXWZc%20%E2%80%8B
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q7tPOfFXWZc%20%E2%80%8B
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q7tPOfFXWZc%20%E2%80%8B
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Key Vocabulary and Definitions To Be Learnt What Will The Assessment Look Like? 

Live theatre 
A live performance which is given in front of an audience rather than 

being recorded or broadcasted.  

- Section 1 – knowledge recall. Knowledge 

questions where students provide short 

answers. (10 marks)  

 

- Section 2 – Analysis of a piece of live theatre, 

critique of a performance (20 marks)  

 

- Section 3 – Extended piece of work. 

Opportunity for extended writing. Focusing 

on the role of the designer (20 marks)  

 

- As drama is a practical subject the exam will 

be 50% of the overall grade, their ability to 

draw, make, do, will be considered when 

determining their progress grade. 

Audience 
A group of people who participate in a show or encounter a piece of 

theatre.  

Musical  A theatre production that tells a story through song and dance.  

Broadway  
A famous street in New York lines with 41 professional theatre 

productions 

West-End 
The ‘West End’ is a term used to describe an area in London where 

theatre productions are put on for audiences.  

Costume 
What is worn by the actors to convey the characters age, status and 

personality.  
Family Learning Opportunities 

Lighting  

Lighting around the stage used to enhance the mood and 

atmosphere of the performance. Lighting can also be used to 

convey the time and/or location of the scene.  
 

Sound/Music 
Sound and music is used in the performance to create a mood and 

atmosphere of the performance. 
- Take a trip to the theatre and watch a 

performance: Theatre Tickets | Shows, Plays, 

Musicals & Tours | ATG Tickets 

 
- Head to National Theatre live on demand 

and watch a live theatre production:   

National Theatre Live | Official website | 

Filmed live theatre (ntlive.com) 

 

Props 
A prop, formally known as property is an object used on stage by the 

actors during a performance.  

Set  

Set refers to the scenery of the performance, usually backdrop to 

locate where the scene is set. Set can also refer to the furniture on 

stage.  

Make-up 
Make-up is used in drama to alter the appearance of the actor to 

meet the characters description.  

https://www.atgtickets.com/?&&&&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiApOyqBhDlARIsAGfnyMop64SxtfUqb2sEgRGKFZQZRAJ2DwBkzGuolGKQ6nBmRaWRxeyzKmEaAkYfEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.atgtickets.com/?&&&&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiApOyqBhDlARIsAGfnyMop64SxtfUqb2sEgRGKFZQZRAJ2DwBkzGuolGKQ6nBmRaWRxeyzKmEaAkYfEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.ntlive.com/
https://www.ntlive.com/
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Actor  

Actors or performers are people who entertain the audience by 

acting, signing of dancing. They play the characters on stage and 

work with the direction of the director to bring the performance to 

life.  

- Get involved in a local theatre company 

and be a part of a performance:  

stage school birmingham - Google Search 

Director 
The role of the director involves being responsible for the overall 

artistic vision of the production.  

Designer 
The role of the designer work with the director to bring to life the vision 

of the production, they focus on the lighting, set, sound and costume. 

Semiotics  
How meaning is created and communicated on stage through signs 

and symbols.  

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=stage+school+birmginham+&sca_esv=583929409&sxsrf=AM9HkKnBiAMOfy4vhlr1KsUFTyn_WUwsSg%3A1700476360595&ei=yDVbZcv3I8yghbIPxpOS8Ac&ved=0ahUKEwjL-6-LsNKCAxVMUEEAHcaJBH4Q4dUDCBA&uact=5&oq=stage+school+birmginham+&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiGHN0YWdlIHNjaG9vbCBiaXJtZ2luaGFtIDIHEAAYgAQYDTIIEAAYBRgeGA0yCBAAGAUYHhgNMgsQABiABBiKBRiGAzILEAAYgAQYigUYhgNIthFQywJYmxBwAXgBkAEAmAHAAqABsAyqAQcyLjcuMS4xuAEDyAEA-AEBwgIKEAAYRxjWBBiwA8ICDRAAGEcY1gQYyQMYsAPCAg4QABiABBiKBRiSAxiwA8ICDRAAGIAEGIoFGLADGEPCAg4QABjkAhjWBBiwA9gBAcICExAuGIAEGIoFGMgDGLADGEPYAQLCAhkQLhiABBiKBRjHARjRAxjIAxiwAxhD2AECwgIFEAAYgATCAggQABiABBjJA8ICCBAAGIAEGJIDwgILEC4YgAQYxwEYrwHCAgYQABgWGB7iAwQYACBBiAYBkAYTugYGCAEQARgJugYGCAIQARgI&sclient=gws-wiz-serp

