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How Erdington Academy delivers this vision
through OOHL & DofE

Out of Hours Learning plays a vital role in enriching students’
education by providing opportunities to develop skills, interests,
and confidence beyond the traditional classroom setting. It
allows learners to explore subjects in greater depth, build
independence, and engage in activities such as clubs, sports,
and enrichment programmes that support both academic
success and personal growth. Erdington Academy strongly
believes in Out of Hours Learning because it helps create well-
rounded individuals, encourages a positive attitude toward
learning, and strengthens the sense of community within the
school. By offering a wide range of experiences outside regular
lesson time, the academy supports students in reaching their full
potential and prepares them for future education, careers, and
life beyond school.

Civil Engagement

At Erdington Academy, civil engagement is
embedded through:

e Student leadership activities.

e Volunteering and social-action projects.

e Community engagement opportunities.

¢ Duke of Edinburgh volunteering sections, where pupils
contribute fo local services and charities.

Arts and Culture

Erdington Academy explicitly strengthens the status
of Arts and Culture participation, recognising their
role in confidence, creativity, wellbeing and
employability.

Erdington Academy’'s Out of Hours Learning
programme supports this through:

e Art, Photography, Drama and Music clubs.

e Performance-based Enrichment.

e Cultural expression and creative skill development.

e DofE skill pathways linked to Music, Arts or creative
pursuits.

This ensures all students, regardless of background,
have consistent access to cultural capital, fulfilling the
White Paper enrichment entitlements.



Nature, outdoor and adventure

At Erdington Academy, this is delivered through:

e Qutdoor enrichment clubs.

e Environmental and gardening activities.

e Duke of Edinburgh expeditions, which develop.
navigation, tfeamwork, endurance and self-reliance.

DofE is cited nationally as a model of outdoor
civic education, aligning directly with the White
Paper vision of adventure-based learning as a
core entitlement rather than a privilege.

Physical activities and sport

Erdington Academy delivers this expectation through:

e A wide range of after-school sport and fithess clubs.

e Competitive and recreational physical activifies.

¢ DofE physical sections that require sustained
commitment and self-discipline.

These opportunities ensure physical activity is inclusive,
structured and progressive, not dependent on family
income or external access.




The Duke of Edinburgh Award, delivered through
OOHL at Erdington Academy, exemplifies this by
requiring students to:

Commit long-term to skills development.
Volunteer regularly.

Participate in physical activity.
Complete outdoor expeditions.

Reflect on personal growth.

National guidance recognises DofE as a powerful
framework for delivering civic responsibility and
personal development, aligning precisely with the
White Paper enrichment benchmarks.

CONCLUSION

e Wider development & Duke of Edinburgh Award

e Strategic importance for Erdington Academy

Through Out of Hours Learning and DofE,
Erdington Academy:

e Fully meets the 2026 enrichment entitlement.

e Provides a coherent response to the civic-
engagement agenda.

e Reduces inequality of access to enrichment.

e Supports Ofsted’s new focus on enrichment
benchmarks.

Embeds the White Paper ambition of developing
rounded, resilient, engaged young citizens.

Out of hours learning and the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme at Erdington
Academy are not additional extras; they are central mechanisms for delivering the

Broader Mechanism for students. They ensure that students experience education as
broad, inclusive, active and civic-minded, fully aligned with national expectations for
enrichment, engagement and lifelong development.
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